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by Karley Williams 
 
The 2026 March theme of the International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists (IYRP), 
Livelihoods and Economics, emphasizes an essential truth: healthy ecosystems and well-
managed grazing rely not only on land and animals, but also on the services and knowledge 
that enable land stewards to succeed. Ensuring access to these resources is vital for resilient 
pastoral and ranching communities around the world.  
 
A Global Perspective   
Throughout pastoral regions, such as Mongolia, Kenya and Argentina, livestock producers 
work in environments where geography, infrastructure and policy shape their access to vital 
services. Often, and especially in remote regions, access is limited for services such as mobile 
veterinary units, credit programs and microloans, and other education programs designed for 
their pastoral communities. 
 
Across landscapes and governance systems, the pattern is clear – thriving grazing operations 
rely on support and resources being made available to producers.  
 
While specific needs vary by region, the challenge of access is consistent. Livestock producers 
everywhere depend on support systems that extend beyond pasture boundaries. Barriers 
often arise from challenges in accessing services or navigating programs, and these gaps can 
limit productivity, opportunity, and the long-term viability of grazing operations.  
 
Strengthening Access in the U.S. 
In the U.S., producers face challenges that can limit the adoption of new tools and 
technologies, including: 

• Limited broadband in rural areas makeing it difficult to use digital solutions. 
• Financial recources, particularly for new and beginning ranchers seeking to invest in 

equipment or technology. 
• Navigating multiple technical and regulatory programs, which sometimes slows the 

ability to take full advantage of available resources. 
 

Addressing these challenges through improved connectivity, targeted financial support and 
streamlined access to educational programs is a necessary focus.  
 
 
 

https://iyrp.info/sites/default/files/IYRP%2012%20Global%20Themes%20graphic%20and%20text.pdf


Educational and Support Programs for Producers  
Fortunately, a variety of programs in the U.S. provide producers with resources and guidance 
to improve their operations and maintainlong-term economic stability. The best part? Most 
are free. 
 
Some of these programs include the following: 
 

• Beef Quality Assurance (BQA): Offers science-based training on cattle care and 
handling, including animal health, medication use, injection site protocols and 
transportation practices. BQA certification promotes responsible livestock 
management while building consumer confidence.  
 

• The Noble Research Institute Workshops: Provide guidance on grazing and soil health, 
with an emphasis on improving ranch management. Some of the available workshops 
include “Noble Grazing Essentials” and “MarketSMART Ranching.” 
 

• U.S. Roundtable for Sustainable Beef (USRSB): Learning modules provide practical 
guidance on grazing management and sustainable practices to help producers improve 
beef production.These resources help producers connect sustainability concepts to 
everyday operations. Visit their online learning center to review their resources, such 
as the “Grazing Management Plan Development Module” and the “Proucer 
Sustainability Toolkit.”  
 

• Annie’s Project: Helps women in agriculture develop skills in managing their operations 
and planning for business success. The project supports women in agriculture by 
building skills and fostering connections within the community.  
 

• Ranching for Profit: One of North America’s longest-running ranch management 
schools that focuses on economic and ecological performance. It helps producers 
analyze finances and make enterprise decisions while linking ecological stewardship 
with business planning for long-term sustainability.  

 
Collectively, these programs foster an environment for learning and support throughout the 
U.S. grazing community – and they barely scratch the surface of available programs.  
 
Building Access Together  
Strengthening access relies on producers and educators to work together with industry and 
community partners. For producers in the U.S., awareness of these programs can be just as 
hindering as receiving access to them. 
 
Access-building requires attention to both technical and social aspects and depends on 
developing trust and fostering continuous learning.  
 
 

https://www.bqa.org/
https://www.noble.org/
https://www.usrsb.org/
https://anniesproject.org/
https://ranchingforprofit.com/


Looking Ahead  
The March IYRP theme reminds us globally that grazing systems depend on both the land and 
the networks supporting those who manage it. For U.S. ranchers, expanding awareness of 
available programs ensures producers have the knowledge, tools and connections to carry 
their legacies forward. 
 
Access, much like the land itself, is fundamental, and advancing it remains a shared 
responsibility across the grazing landscape and within the beef community.  
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